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I saw a need for a low cost alternative to the labor intensive, hand rubbed finish, 
that most custom knives employ and still maintain a high performance cutting 
tool. This is the reason that I developed the NDN style knife. The integral style 
knife lends itself to easy maintenance and the stabilized wood is user friendly in 
all types of weather. After rough grinding and the handle is attached, the blade 
is finished on the grinding wheel down on an A-45 gaiter belt finish. The reason 
for a hollow grind is so that it will leave a little more on the spine for strength and 
will still produce a good cutting edge. 

The items needed to make an NDN Integral are listed below. Some items can be 
substituted with what equipment you have that may be able to do the same 
thing. 

List of items: 

-Round bar from ½” to I” diameter with ¾” being my preferred size. 

- Forge for heating the steel 

- Hammers and anvil, with a power hammer a major help in the final stages of 
forming the blade. 

- Fuller, cut off hardie, hot saw, drill press, epoxy, pin material, grinders, and 
various clamps. 

There are probably a few other items that would make it easier and you can 
utilize what equipment you have to make this style knife. 

   

   

 

 

NDN Style Integral Knife 
By Ray Kirk, Master Smith 

ray@rakerknives.com 
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